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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Urban 

District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Conti emen, 

In  presenting  this  joint  annual  report,  I wish 
to  thanli  Mr.  Allen,  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  a 
considerable  proportion  of  it,  and  for  his  co-operation 
in  the  past  year. 

In  his  remarks  on  the  subject  of  water  supply 
it  will  be  noted  that  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
G-ovornment  turned  down  the  proposed  scheme  for  augmenting 
the  supply  by  a borehole,  and  advocated  talcing  water 
from  the  Kington  R.D.  intake.  The  Council  have,  in  my 
view,  wisely  gone  ahead  with  their  original  scheme,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  problem  of  water  shortage  has  been 
overcome. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  new  sewage  scheme 
has  become  a good  deal  more  than  a pious  hope:  Judging 
by  the  conditions  of  the  existing  vrorks  this  is  not  a 
moment  too  early. 

Turning  to  the  Statistical  Section  - I have 
included  a number  of  figures  which  appear  to  vary  very 
widely  from  the  England  and  Wales  figures  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  district,  especially  in  relation  to  Infant 
death  rates.  These  very  wide  variations  are  due  to  the 
small  size  of  the  population  concerned,  where  a single 
death  causes  a largo  percentage  increase:  it  will  be  seen 
that  previous  years  have  sometimes  given  figures  equally 
favourable  to  the  locality,  for  the  same  reason. 

Also  for  the  same  reason,  that  of  the  small  size 
of  the  local  population,  I have  included  some  figures  of 
Infectious  disease  notifications  for  the  whole  of  North 
Herefordshire,  for  comparison  with  the  England  and  Wales 
figures. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  Report  that  -the  Housing 
Survey  was  not  yet  completed  by  the  end  of  1958.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  there  arc  a number  of  very  sub-standard 
houses  in  Kington,  and  their  replacement  by  houses  fit 
for  people  to  live  in  is  a matter  of  importance. 

I cannot  close  without  a reference  to  the 
unexpected  and  lamented  death  of  the  Chairman  this  year, 
Mr.  Llewellin.  In  the  short  time  I had  known  him  I 
found  him  very  pleasant  and  very  able  in  his  grasp  of 
some  of  the  health  problems  of  a local  community. 


G-.D  .K.  NEEDHAM 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AMD  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  ( in  acres ) 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population 
Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  

Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . . 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


• • 

• • 


857 

1,850 


2 


612 

0.7 

o 3-0 
’18,101 
£70 


LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 
Live  Births 


Males 


Females 


Total 


Legitimate  10 

Illegitimate  2 

11 

21 

2 

12 

11 

23 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

mid-year  homo 
population: 

1958 

1957 

1958 

1955 

1954 

Kington  U.D.  (Crude) 

11  11  (Adjusted) 

England  and  Wales 

..  12.4 
..  13.4 

. . lo.  4 

18.5 

19.9 

16.1 

18.5 

20.1 

15.7 

27.0 

29.4 

15.0 

12.9 

14.0 

15.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births  (Kington  ^T,5' 

\ England  and 

Wales 

. . 8.7 

. . 4.$ 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females  Total 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still 

births 

• 

• 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Kington  U.D. 

England  and  Wales 

80.0 

21.6 

Nil 

22.4 

Nil 

23.O 

Nil 

23.I 

Nil 

24.0 
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Total  Live  and  Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

ij.nl  c s 

11 

2 

Females 

12 

Total 

23 

2 

13 

12 

25 

INFANT  DEATH  RATES 

Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths 

of  Infants 

under 

4 weeks  old 

Legitimate 

Males 

Females 

1 

Total 

1 

Illegitimate 

* — 

- 

.1 

1 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Kington  U.D.  ..  43*4 

England  and  1 vales  ..  lb.  2 


Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  old 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  112 

Illegitimate  - - 

112 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 

Kington  U.D.  ..  80.0 

England  and  Vales  ..  35.1 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  ono  year  of  age 

(including  those  under  4 weeks) 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  - 22 

Illegitimate  - 


2 2 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,0 0C 

1 live 

births 

r • 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

(Total 

86. 9 

29.4 

Nil 

60.0 

83.3 

Kington  U.D.  (Legitimate 

95.2 

29.4 

Nil 

40.8 

83.5 

( Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  1000.0 

Nil" 

( To  tal 

22.5 

23.I 

23.7 

24.9 

25.4 

England  & Wales  (Legitimate 

5 £ 

22.  8 

23.5 

24.6 

25.1 

( Illegitimate 

30.0 

28.7 

31-7 

32.0 

* figures  not 

yet  available. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Total  number  of  Maternal  Deaths  . . Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 

Kington  U.D.  ..  ..  Nil 

England  and  Wales  ..  O.35 


DEATHS 


Males 


Total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes:  14 


Females 

16 


Total 

30 


Death  Rate  per  1, 

000  estimated 

mid-year  home  population: 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Kington  U.D. 

(Crude) 

16.2 

14.7 

13.0 

21.6 

17.2 

(Adjusted) . . 

12.3 

11.4 

10.1 

15.5 

12.3 

England  and 

Wales 

11.7 

11.5 

11.7 

11.7 

11.3 

Cancer 

Males  Females  Total 


Total  Deaths  from  Malignant  Disease  3 1 4 


Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home 

population: 


1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Kington  U.D. 

..  2.22 

4.35 

2.17 

2.22 

2.69 

England  and  Wales 

..  2.12 

2.09 

2.08 

2.10 

2.03 

Card! o- Vascular  Disease 


Total  Deaths  from  Cardio- 
vascular Disease 


Males  Females  Total 
4 6 10 


Cardio -Vascular  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home 

population: 

1938  1957  1956  1935  1954 

Kington  U.D 5.40  6.52  5.98  10.27  7-52 

England  and  Wales  ..  6.07  5*84  6.00  5*99  5*8j> 
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Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Males  Females  Total 


Total  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Disease  4 3 7 

Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

home  population: 


1958  1957  1956  1955  1954 

Kington  U.D 3.78  1.63  2.17  3-78  1.07 

England  and  Wales  ..  I.37  I.38  I.35  I.32  1.15 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Males 


Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . 1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . - 

Coronary  disease,  angina  2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  2 

Other  circulatory  disease  

Pneumonia  3 

Bronchitis  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . . 2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  1 


All  accidents  other  than  motor  vehicle 


Females 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 


Total 

1 

3 
2 

2 

2 

4 
2 

5 
2 
2 

3 

2 


TOTAL: 


14 


16 


30 


(8) 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - KING-TON  U.D. 


Disease 

1958 

1957 

1956 

..... 

* 1 

1955 

1954 

Whooping  Cough 

l 

— 

14 

Measles  

2 

65 

5 

*- 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

11 

6 

1 

Dysentery 

6 

- 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

- 

1 

1 

NOTIFICATION  OF 


INFH 


CTIOUS 


DISEASE  - NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE 


Disease 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

Whooping  Cough 

39 

192 

87 

104 

310 

Measles  

258 

144 

5bl 

649 

24 

Scarlet  Fever  

23 

71 

42 

33 

79 

Erysipelas  

2 

7 

8 

6 

6 

Acute  Pneumonia 

14 

49 

20 

20 

23 

Dysentery  . ♦ 

16 

38 

7 

6 

15 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

10 

— 

- 

4 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fcvor 

1 

- 

— 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

2 

3 

2 

—7 

;> 

4 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

7 

33 

19 

28 

25 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

3 

4 

6 

9 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic 

— 

12 

1 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Non-Paralytic 

— 

14 

3 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  . . 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Malaria  (Contracted 
abroad) 

- 

— 

1 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1958 
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COMPARATIVE  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NOTIFIED  DURING-  195%  * 


Disease 

North  Here- 
fordshire 

England 
& Wales 

Whooping  Cough 

1.00 

0.74 

Measles 

6.70 

3.08 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.72 

0.86 

Erysipelas 

0.05 

0.07 

Acute  Pneumonia 

O.36 

0.49 

Dysentery 

0.41 

O.84 

Food.  Poisoning 

0.13 

0.20 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.003 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.03 

0.004 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6.09 

14.26 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

0.18 

0.59 

Tuberculosis 

Non- Pul mo nary 

0.08 

0.08 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.44 

3£  per  1,000  Total  Live  and.  Still  Births. 
TUBERCULOSIS 


i 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

.. 

Males 



Female 

Number  on  Register  at 

31st  December,  1957 

8 

9 

; 

9 

Moved  out  of  district 

- 

2 

- 

Recovered 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Number  on  Register  at 

31st  December,  195& 

8 

6 

2 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS  (Continued) 


Year 



New  Notifications 



Total.  Cases 
on  Register 

Deaths 

1953 

2 

25 

Nil 

1954 

1 

22 

Nil 

1955 

Nil 

18 

Nil 

1956 

1 

22 

1 

1957 

1 

22 

Nil 

1958 

Nil 

18 

Nil 



NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a County  Council 
responsibility,  and  the  figures  given  below  have  been 
kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were 
immunised  during  the  year: 


Immunisation 

against 

Age 

of  child 

Rein- 

forcing 

Injections 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

Diphtheria 

22 

4 

4 

30 

29 

Who oping  Cough 

22 

2 



26 

Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were 
vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  the  year: 


Vaccination 
agains  t 
Smallpox 

Age  of  child 

To  tal 

Revacc- 

inations 

Under 

1 yr. 

1 yr. 

2-4 

5-14 

15  & 
over 

16 

- 

- 

2 

18 

4 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  EXPECT  IONS 

WATER  SUPPLY 


Samples  of  water  were  tal:en  from  the  public 
supply  either  before  or  after  chlorination.  These 
samples  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Whilst  no  acute  shortage  of  water  was  experienced 
during  the  year,  the  Counoil  pushed  ahead  with  details 
of  their  scheme  for  sinking  a borehole  at  Crooked  Well, 
and  obtaining  water  to  augment  the  existing  supply. 

This  scheme  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government,  who,  in  turn,  referred  'the  Council 
to  the  Herefordshire  Water  Survey  which  recommended 
that  the  estimated  future  consumption  for  Kington  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  could  be  adequately  met  by  the  use 
of  an  existing  intake  on  the  River  Arrow  at  Hergest, 
about  two  miles  from  Kington.  They  also  requested  the 
Council  to  consider  the  provision  of  a link  main  which 
would  enable  them  to  take  water  from  the  Hergest  source, 
instead  of  s inking  a borehole. 

It  should  be  noted  that  last  Summer  was  a very 
wet  season,  and  the  spring  which  is  the  source  of  the 
Kington  water  supply  yielded  a maximum  quantity  of  water 
throughout  the  year.  During  a dry  season  the  flow  of 
water  from  this  spring  will  drop  quickly,  and  this 
factor  coupled  with  (l)  the  Council's  house  building 
programme  (46  dwellings),  (2)  erection  of  private 
dwellings  (4  houses  last  year),  (3)  installation  of 
modern  sanitary  fittings  in  existing  dwellings  by  im- 
provement grants  and  privately,  (4)  installation  of 
sanitary  fittings  in  food  premises  to  comply  with  the 
regulations,  (5)  new  school  programme,  may  bring  about 
a dangerously  acute  shortage  of  water  in  the  district. 
Speedy  augmentation  of  the  existing  supply  from  an 
alternative  approved  source  is  the  only  satisfactory 
answer  to  Kington's  water  supply  problem. 


Existing  number  of  houses 

supplied  with 

water : - 

by  Local  Authority  mains 

and  standpipes 

. . 588 

by  private  undertakings 

» • 

..  25 

by  other  sources 

0 0 

4 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Complaints  regarding  the  existing  overloaded 
and  obsolete  sewage  disposal  plant  were  not  so  numerous 
during  the  year.  This  could  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  the  flow  of  water  in  the  River  Arrow  at  the  out- 
fall from  the  sewage  works  remained  at  a high  level  and 
that  the  general  public  realised  that  the  Council's 
intention  to  commence  work  on  the  proposed  new  sewage 
disposal  works  should  be  fulfilled  during  the  following 
year. 
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DRAIHAOE  AKD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  (Continued) 

Following  the  Public  Local  Inquiry  held  in 
connection  with  the  Council's  proposal,  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  had  decided  to  confirm 
the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  without  modification, 
and  objectors  had  been  so  informed.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  the  component  samples,  measurements  and 
temperatures  of  the  present  effluent  to  be  taken  at 
the  existing  works,  and  also  of  discharge  into  the 
sewers  from  the  Gas  "forks  and  the  Laundry.  This 
sampling  showed  that  the  Gas  Works  do  in  fact  have  a 
continuous  daily  discharge  into  the  Council's  sewer. 

Boring  operations  have  been  carried  out  along 
the  line  of  the  proposed  sewer  and  sewage  disposal 
works,  and  further  samples  taken. 

It  has  been  possible  to  effect  alterations  and 
modifications  in  the  design  of  the  proposed  plant. 

A time-table  setting  out  the  proposed  development  of 
works  has  been  received  from  the  Consulting  Engineers 
showing  that  work  will  bo  started  during  1959* 

Number  of  houses  connected  to 
tho  public  sewer 

Number  of  houses  connected  to 
satisfactory  private 
disposal  works 

Number  of  houses  using  chemical, 
pail  or  earth  closets,  with 
satisfactory  disposal 

Number  of  houses  using  chemical, 

pail  or  earth  closets,  without 
satisfactory  disposal  . . 5 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


529 

27 

56 


A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  for 
properties  in  the  area  is  maintained.  Business 
properties  in  the  town  centre  have  their  refuse 
removed  twice  a week.  A kerbside  collection  is 
operated,  and  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

The  refuse  collection  vehicle  could  not  be  used 
for  some  time  in  the  summer  as  it  was  undergoing 
repairs.  At  this  time  the  Council  considered  the 
cost  of  purchasing  a new  vehicle  on  a.  part-exchange 
basis  and  agreed  to  consider  the  matter  again  in 
twelve  months'  time. 

The  bulk  of  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  incin- 
eration, but  some  tipping  on  spare  ground  beside 
the  incinerator  continues. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


A part-time  rodent  control  operator  was 
employed  throughout  tho  year  surveying  properties 
for  infestation  and  carrying  out  treatments  whore 
necessary,  including  treatments  to  sewers.  Only 
minor  infestations  were  discovered,  and  the  fact 
that  these  were  dealt  with  so  promptly  ensured 
another  year  of  comparative  freedom  from  this  pest. 
These  satisfactory  conditions  are  largely  due  to 
the  full  attention  givon  to  his  work  by  the  rodent 
operator. 


HOUSING 
Housing  Survey 

This  work  has  been  making  steady  progress, 
the  appointed  officer  continuing  to  work  one  month 
out  of  each  four-month  period  in  the  district. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  houses  surveyed  had  been 
placed  in  the  following  categories 


Category 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

No.  of  houses 

207 

44 

229 

Nil 

4L 

This  now  leaves  90  houses  to  be  surveyed. 
New  Council  Houses 


The  Council  agreed  to  the  erection  of  AJo  houses 
at  Crooked  Well.  These  houses  will  be  used  to  rehouse 
people  from  Hergest  Camp  for  whom  the  Council  feel 
they  are  responsible,  and  also  for  rehousing  people 
living  in  unfit  houses  elsewhere.  Tenders  were 
invited  for  the  erection  of  those  houses  and  other 
works  and  have  been  accepted  subject  to  checking  and 
the  consent  of  the  Ministry  for  loan  sanction. 

Improvement  Grants 


Two  applications  were  received  for  improvement 
grants  and  were  both  approved. 


The  erection  of  three  private  dwell inghouses 
was  completed  during  the  year. 

Slum  Clearance 


Two  cottages  which  had  been  represented  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation  were  converted,  after  extensive 
alterations  and  improvements,  into  one  dwelling,  and 
the  undertakings  were  cancelled.  Alterations  and 
improvements  had  similarly  been  carried  out  to  another 
property  scheduled  as  unfit. 
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HOUSING  (Continued) 


Slum  Clearance  (Continued.) 


Extensive  works  have  been  carried  out  to  other 
sub-standard  properties  in  the  district  so  as  to 
bring  them  up  to  modern  standards  of  fitness. 

An  undertaking  not  to  re-let  was  accepted  in 
respect  of  one  dwelling-house  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Five  applications  were  received  for  the  issue  of 
certificates  of  disrepair.  Following  inspections  of 
the  properties,  four  certificates  were  issued.  The 
other  application  was  cancelled  due  to  the  applicant 
having  decided  to  purchase  the  house  occupied  by  him. 


FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  premises  are  summarised  as  follows :- 


Butchers  Shops  . . . . 4 
Bakehouses  . . . . A 
Ice-Cream  premises  . . o 
Cafes,  Public  Houses, 

Stores,  etc.,  ..28 


Milk 


44 


There  are  two  premises  situated  in  the  district 
at  which  milk  is  received  and  sold  in  sealed  bottles. 

Bakehouses 


There  are  now  only  four  premises  operating  as 
bakehouses.  The  owner  of  one  of  these  has  carried  out 
alterations  and  improvements,  including  a major 
extension  to  the  bakehouse. 

Butchers  Shops 

The  number  of  butchers  shops  in  the  district  is 
now  four,  one  less  than  last  year.  One  of  the  butchers 
has  extended  his  shop  so  as  to  afford  improved  conditions 
and  extra,  facilities  for  shop  workers  and  customers. 
Another  butcher  has  closed  down  his  old  shop  and  re-opened 
in  new  premises  after  first  carrying  out  extensive 
alterations  and  improvements  to  meet  the  regulations. 

Slaughterhouses 

Two  private  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  in  the 
district.  They  both  intend  carrying  out  alterations 
and  improvements  so  as  to  comply  with  new  legislation. 


Meat  Inspection  and  Condemnations 


1 e 

i 

- - - - - - — -|  - 

Cattle 

xcluding 

cows 

. 

Cows 

Calves 

She  ep 
and 
Lambs 

Pigs 



Number  inspected 

32 

122 

- - - . 

13 

420 

221 

All  diseases 
except  Tuber-  j 

culosis  and 

Cys ticerci 

- - - r 

i 

Whole  carcases  j 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

i 

Nil 

14 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

| 

Tuberculosis  only 

‘ ' 

| 

§ 

Whole  carcases  or 
part  condemned  . . 

Nil 



Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  or 
part  condemned  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  principal  cause  of  condemnation  of  organs  was 
liver  fluke.  The  condemnation  of  one  pig  carcase  was 
due  to  multiple  tumours,  and  that  of  the  three  sheep 
respectively  to  multiple  abscesses,  severe  and  ex- 
tensive bruising,  and  general  emaciation. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  - FACTORIES  ACTS,  1957  and  1948 

INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions 

Written- 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in 
which  Sec. 1,2, 3,4 
& 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  L.A. 

9 

IS 

2 

- 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l)  in 
which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

25 

33 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Defective  drainage  4 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 2 


Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ...1 


All  of  these  were  remedied. 


